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Society: News and Notes

NEWS AND NOTES
If You Must Dig. . . . . . . .
Excavation of historic sites by amateurs results in wanton
waste. If you must dig, get in touch with the department of
archaeology at the nearest university or with the Florida State
Museum in Gainesville. Never act without the guidance of
skilled technicians.
The Florida Anthropological Society, sensing the growing
need to direct untrained enthusiasts and laymen in general, recently passed the following resolution prepared by Charles Fairbanks of Florida State University: “The Florida Anthropological
Society considers that archeological excavations require the same
specific scientific procedures as other scientific disciplines. This
is particularly true because archeological excavation, in its very
nature, destroys the irreplaceable archeologic or historic heritage
of Florida. Thus adequate excavation techniques must be employed; narrative, photographic and scaled drawing records must
be maintained; and systematic storage, labeling and protection of
the material recovered must be provided if the excavation is to
meet the minimum requirements of scientific work.”
Local Historical Societies
The extensive research and publications programs of the St.
Augustine Historical Society may not be within the reach of many
of the societies throughout the state but its example, in one
respect especially, could well be emulated by all interested in preserving the history of our state. An illustration will suffice. From
“Escribano,” the Society’s newsletter: “Current road improvement
on Anastasia Island threatened the existence of two of the Island’s
oldest landmarks, i.e., a double coquina fireplace and chimney,
and an old coquina well. The early history of these ruins is unknown, but they are believed to be the remains of a building
occupied by the foreman of work crews employed in quarrying
coquina blocks for construction of the Castillo. The attention of
our Board of Directors was called to the plight of these relics by
Mr. Milton E. Bacon, a member of the Board, and as a result of
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the joint efforts of the St. Johns County Historical Commission,
the Restoration Commission, and our Society, the St. Johns County Commissioners are to be congratulated for having taken steps
to reroute the road in order to protect these ancient landmarks.”

After some 125 years, portraits of the Seminole will again be
painted. This summer the Martin County Historical Society
made arrangements with the Seminole Council at Dania for Mr.
and Mrs. James Hutchinson of Stuart to visit the reservations at
Brighton, Dania and Big Cypress where they will delineate Indian
life. The project has been endorsed by Dr. William Sturdevant
of the Smithsonian Institute, who stated “Seminole life is undergoing a very rapid change at the present, thus illustrations made
from life will document an important period in Seminole history.”
Governor LeRoy Collins commended the artists and stated that
“such a study will contribute greatly to the history of Florida.”

The museum of the St. Petersburg Historical Society celebrated its 40th anniversary on July 20. Over ten thousand visitors enjoyed the wide variety of exhibits housed in the museum
last year.

The Polk County Historical Society has purchased microfilms
of Louisiana and Texas census records. These will be added to
records from other states already in the Society’s library at the
courthouse in Bartow. The Society’s library is open to all and
genealogists will find it especially helpful.

The U. S. Coast Guard, through Admiral William W. Kenner, commander of the 7th Coast Guard District, has presented a
surplus Lyle gun to the Historical Association of Southern Florida. The gun is a smooth bore, cast bronze, muzzle loading can-
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non, 24 inches long with a 2 1/2 inch bore, mounted on a carriage
of oak, reinforced with iron bands, weighing 161 pounds over all.
Strangely enough the gun was invented and patented in 1877
by an Army man, Lt. David A. Lyle of the Ordnance Department. Lt. Lyle undertook the development of the gun at the
request of the Secretary of the Treasury who sought to improve
the life-saving equipment of the Revenue Marines, then a part
of the Treasury Department. Research was done at the National Armory, Springfield, Massachusetts and is described in the
inventor’s book on life-saving ordnance. The gun was fired from
the beach by means of a lanyard and firing lock using a .32 blank
cartridge to ignite a black powder charge. When fired it threw
a 20 3/4 pound shot attached to a line of a maximum length of
900 feet. The gun’s function was to cast a line to the deck of
a distressed ship off shore for the purpose of rigging a breeches
buoy or safety car tackle to transport the crew to the beach.
Both the Revenue Marine Service and the guns were transferred to the Coast Guard in 1915. A humorous sidelight from
Coast Guard history relates that some shipwrecked seamen misunderstood the purpose of the shot line and simply wrapped it
around their waists and jumped into the sea expecting to be
hauled to safety! At one time the gun was required aboard all
merchant ships but soon proved too clumsy for effective use on
deck. The Society will hold the gun for later display in its
museum, now in the planning stage.
The following officers were elected to serve during the 196061 year: Wayne E. Withers, president; Charlton W. Tebeau,
first vice president and editor of Tequesta; August Burghard, second vice president; Justin P. Havee, executive secretary; Miss
Virginia Wilson, recording and corresponding secretary; Robert
M. McKey, treasurer, and Mrs. Andrew J. Moulds, librarian.
District vice presidents are: Karl A. Bickel, Sarasota; Louis
Capron, West Palm Beach; James W. Covington, Tampa; David
M. Fee, Fort Pierce; Mrs. James T. Hancock, Okeechobee; Norman A. Herren, Everglades; Charles T. Thrift, Jr., Lakeland
and Mrs. Louise V. White, Key West.
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